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by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, January 22, 1992
Dec. 11: Official sources reported that two cousins of Foreign Minister Noemi Sanin, abducted by
rebels Dec. 3, were released in Cesar department. Family members said no ransom was paid. In
Santander de Quilichao, Cauca department, police rescued a Uruguayan national and a Colombian
recently abducted by the National Liberation Army (ELN) rebels. Police in Medellin reported
that four people including two children were killed and eight others wounded when a car bomb
exploded near the Atanasio Girardot stadium at the end of a soccer match. The car bomb was
attributed to rebels. Police sources in Barranquilla blamed rebels for bomb explosions at two bank
branches. Major material damage was reported, but no casualties. Dec. 13: Military spokespersons
told reporters that soldiers killed six rebels pertaining to the Colombian Revolutionary Armed
Forces (FARC) during a clash near Turba, Antioquia department. The soldiers seized six rifles, three
handguns, ammunition and photography equipment. Police reported that hired assassins killed
Hernando Rivera, member of the town council in Puerto Rtiounfo, Antioquia. Military sources said
an undetermined number of rebels were killed in fighting with soldiers in Valle department. Dec. 14:
Five employees of the Norte de Santander department office of the government's statistics agency
(DANE) were abducted by rebels while conducting a survey in Arboledas municipality, located
at the Venezuelan border. In Cali, Valle department, police reported that two police officers and
two homeless persons were killed in separate incidents. Police said the officers' deaths resulted
from personal vendettas, while paramilitary death squads were responsible for the other killings.
During a spontaneous uprising by residents of San Vicente, Antioquia department, a police officer
was killed and two civilians injured. In addition, the crowd destroyed the town jail and the mayor's
office. The riot was apparently in response to police brutality suffered by a young person during
traditional annual fiestas. In Bucaramanga, Santander department, police told reporters that a
businessperson was killed by unidentified assassins in hospital. The man had been hospitalized
following an attempt on his life a few hours earlier. Dec. 15: Local newspapers reported that ELN
rebels kidnapped the mayor of La Jagua de Ibirico, located 555 km. north of Bogota. Military sources
reported that FARC guerrillas killed three members of a judicial commission and a companion in
San Jose de Guaviare. According to military spokespersons, two soldiers were killed and another
wounded during a clash with FARC rebels near Valdivia, Antioquia department. Next, soldiers
killed Jorge Novoa, leader of an ELN brigade, in fighting near El Carmen, Bolivar department. Dec.
16: In Medellin, rebels released two Japanese engineers employed by Toshiba who were abducted
Aug. 27 in the town of San Carlos. Local media sources indicated that Toshiba paid about US$1
million in ransom. FARC rebels apparently kidnapped the engineers, although their release was
arranged by ELN rebel leaders. [The National Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator (CNGSB) is
comprised of the FARC and the ELN.] Dec. 17: Government and church officials told reporters that
21 indigenous persons, residents of Paez located near Caloto, Cauca department had been murdered
by a paramilitary group serving local landowners. The Paez community was reportedly established
on "illegally occupied land." The Paez community had recently been subjected to death threats and
random shootings. The Caloto mayor's office denied residents police protection due to their illegal
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status on the land. Local indigenous leaders blamed the government's Agrarian Reform Institute
(INCORA) for the violence. Interior Minister Humberto de la Calle said that security in indigenous
areas would be strengthened, and INCORA's land acquisition policies revised. According to a
campesino organization, the massacre brought the number of indigenous persons killed in violent
incidents in 1991 to 121. Defense Ministry spokespersons reported that ELN rebels attacked an
oil pipeline construction site owned by the Argentine-French Consorcio de Obras de Ingenieria
(COI) in the northwestern region of Segovia department. The guerrillas set fire to several company
vehicles and fled. The ELN attacked the same site in November. Dec. 18: Gen. Edilberto Pallares,
chief of the second army division, said the army had neutralized and confined the FARC's top
commanders to an area of the western plains and the Macarena mountains. Police in Norte de
Santander department said the DANE employees abducted by rebels Dec. 14 were released in
Cucutilla, 100 km. from the capital city, Cucuta. Sen. Anatolio Quira blamed the Cali drug trafficking
organization for the massacre of indigenous persons near Caloto, Cauca department. Quira said
the cartel wants the land occupied by the indigenous community for growing poppies. Dec. 21:
According to a televised report by Noti-Vision, in the first 11 months of 1991, 1,606 people were
abducted in Colombia, compared to 1,148 during the 12 months of 1990. Ransoms of between US
$850 and US$285,000 were paid for the release of most victims. Citing statistics from the Judicial
and Investigative Police Division (Direccion de Policia Judicial e Investigaciones-DIJIN), the report
said common criminals were responsible for 861 abductions, followed by the FARC rebels with 474,
ELN rebels with 192, and the Popular Liberation Army (ELP) with 47. The 1991 abductions included
three French, two US, and two Japanese nationals. National Police chief Gen. Miguel Gomez said
kidnapping had become a "lucrative business." Dec. 22: According to police, Alfonso Paz a wellknown businessperson linked to several government officials was killed in Cali by two gunmen on a
motorcyle. Police told reporters that at least one rebel was killed during an attack on a police station
in Argelia, Cauca department. According to police spokespersons, rebels killed the leader of a
police investigation team and a campesino who witnessed the crime in Sabana de Torres, Santander
department. A police officer was killed by EPL rebels who stopped and searched a bus near Peque,
Antioquia department. Dec. 24: Four FARC rebels were killed during a clash with soldiers near
San Pedro, Uraba region, Antioquia. A police patrol was attacked and one officer killed by FARC
rebels near Viani, Cundinamarca department. According to Gen. Edilberto Alberto Pallares, the
army has not yet surrounded FARC's top commanders. Dec. 25: Local police officers reported that
at least seven people were killed during a FARC occupation of the town of Piedra Ancha, Narino
department, 750 km. southeast of Bogota. The dead included three police officers, a civilian and
at least three rebels. Police sources said that one FARC rebel was killed and three others captured
by a counter-insurgency army batallion during fighting near El Bagre, Antioquia. Dec. 28: Police
told reporters that US citizen Bill Adenauer was abducted by rebels in Cauca department on Dec.
26. Adenauer owns a gold mine in Puerto Nuevo. Dec. 29: An army communique blamed FARC
rebels for the Dec. 28 murder of journalist Henry Rojas Monge in Arauca, Arauca department. Rojas
Monge, who worked for the Bogota newspaper El Tiempo, was killed by gunmen from a passing
car. Rojas Monge had planned to take over as press chief for the Arauca department government
in January. His murder brought the number of journalists killed in 1991 to 12. Medellin Archbishop
Hector Rueda Hernandez excommunicated the unidentified murderers of Catholic priest Jair de
Jesus Lopez Giraldo. The priest's body was found in Medellin's Belen neighborhood on Dec. 27.
According to a report by the Caracol radio network, four people were killed when a car bomb
exploded in Malambo, near the port of Barranquilla, 1,000 km. north of Bogota. Police sources
blamed ELN rebels. Police officers and soldiers dismantled 11 other bombs in the area. Military
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sources said three ELN rebels were killed during fighting with soldiers in the town of Mutata,
Uraba region, Antioquia department. The soldiers captured four missiles and ammunition. Dec. 31:
Col. Alfredo Salgado, Boyaca department police commander, reported that six people five police
officers and one of their spouses were killed, six officers injured and six others abducted during a
prolonged clash with guerrillas in the town of Chita. Salgado said about 200 FARC rebels armed
with rockets, grenades and machine-guns attacked the town's police station, the Banco Agrario
branch, and looted the local health clinic. Bogota police arrested a suspect in the murder of Henry
Rojas Monge at the Arauca airport. The suspect is a former FARC guerrilla. Jan. 2: Military sources
told reporters that at least eight soldiers and a civilian driver were wounded during a rebel attack on
an army patrol in La Hondita, located between the Cesar and Santander departments. The bodies
of Andres Gutierrez and his father were found in a stolen car. Gutierrez murdered Patriotic Union
(UP) president and presidential candidate Bernardo Jaramillo in March, 1990. Although Gutierrez
was arrested for the murder, police never identified the persons who ordered Jaramillo's murder.
At the time of his death, Gutierrez was incarcerated at a juvenile detention center. Police reported
that unidentified assailants shot and killed a landowner, his brother, a woman and a baby in Bolivar,
Valle department. Jan. 3: Official sources reported that the military was put on maximum alert in
order to intercept a weapons shipment to FARC and ELN rebels. A Defense Ministry spokesperson
said ELN rebels burned a truck carrying coal to protest the government's 27% increase in fuel prices.
Jan. 4: The UP requested an "explanation" by the Justice Minister for Gutierrez's absence from
the detention center when he was killed on Jan. 2. Jan. 5: Police sources in Barranquilla, capital
of Atlantico department, reported that five persons were shot and killed at point-blank range.
Police said private vigilante groups conducting "operaciones de limpieza social" were believed
responsible. Judicial authorities announced that two suspects had been arrested in connection with
the recent killing of journalist Henry Rojas Monge. Although military sources had asserted that
rebels were responsible, police sources said initial investigations indicated the two assassins were
hired by unidentified "third parties." Jan. 6: For the second time in 10 days, ELN rebels attacked
the air force base in Malambo, Atlantico department. Police sources reported that FARC rebels
launched a grenade attack on a police vehicle traveling near Bogota. One officer was killed. In
Gonzalez, Cesar department, ELN rebels released three civilians, including the town mayor. The
three were abducted a week ago. Jan. 9: Spokespersons from the Attorney General's Office said two
army officers had been identified as responsible for providing "false and misleading" information
to authorities in investigations regarding the Aug. 18 massacre of seven civilians, all members of
the same family. Army sources had reported that the massacre took place when troops identified
the seven as rebels. Military sources said the two suspects detained in connection with the Dec.
28 assassination of journalist Henry Rojas were soldiers. The two were on leave at the time of the
killing. Public prosecutor Carlos Edgar Torres Aparicio, member of the M-19 Democratic Alliance
(ADM-19) and investigator into the Dec. 16 massacre of 21 indigenous persons, was assassinated
by two unidentified persons at his home in Cali. According to the party, Torres Aparicio was a
candidate in local elections scheduled for March 1992. Jan. 10: ADM-19 party spokespersons said
two unidentified assailants killed ADM-19 leader Jafed Ortiz Bohorquez in Magangue, Bolivar
department. Police sources reported that the bodies of Pedro Elias Caballero Toro and Orlando
Gonzalez were found in Estados Unidos, Cesar deparment. Caballero was a former mayor of nearby
El Copey, and Gonzalez, a member of the UP party. Both corpses bore signs of torture. Rebels
damaged a segment of the Cano Limon-Covenas pipeline in Cesar department, causing an oil spill
of undetermined magnitude. Rebels destroyed two toll booths located on a highway between the
towns of Saldana and El Guamo, Tolima department. Jan. 12: Police sources said members of the so©2011 The University of New Mexico,
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called Popular Militias (MPO) were responsible for the shooting deaths of five persons in Medellin.
The militias are comprised of comprised of civilians, and reportedly armed by the rebels. According
to a report by the Criminal Investigations Department in Medellin, 7,081 murders were recorded in
the city in 1991, accounting for nearly a third of all homicides in Colombia. The homicide total for
Medellin was up 14% over 1990. Preliminary reports indicate that 24,000 persons were murdered last
year in Colombia. The homicide rate for Colombia is the highest in Latin America and one of the
highest in the world. Jan. 13: Three police officers were killed when their vehicle was blown up with
dynamite near Barrancabermeja, Santander department. Local authorities said ELN rebels were
responsible. According to police sources, three officers were killed by FARC rebels in two separate
ambushes near Purificacion, Tolima department. Police sources reported that two members of the
Bogota Q.A.P. TV news crew were kidnapped by ELN rebels. The journalists were abducted upon
encountering a roadblock on a road between Bucaramanga, capital of Santander department, and
the town of Carmen de Chucuri. Defense Ministry spokespersons said an army officer was killed by
FARC rebels in Antioquia department. The officer, dressed in civilian clothes, was traveling on a bus
between Medellin and Briceno when rebels on the bus discovered his identity. The rebels stopped
the bus, forced the officer off, strapped a stick of dynamite to his waist and ignited it. Jan. 15: Two
soldiers were killed during a clash with rebels in southern Cundinamarca department. Military
sources told reporters that two FARC rebels were killed in fighting with soldiers near Vistahermosa,
Meta department, while another two rebels were killed near El Copey, Cesar department. In
Medellin, rebels released a Colombian abducted several weeks ago at an oil pipeline construction
site. The topographer was employed by the Argentine-French COI company. Jan. 17: The secret
police department (Departamento Administrativo de Seguridad-DAS) published the names and
photographs of six members of paramilitary death squads suspected of participating in the Dec. 16
massacre in Caloto, Cauca department. Rebels released one of the two Bogota journalists abducted
Jan. 13. The young man said the rebels demanded that the station produce a piece on paramilitary
death squads in return for the release of the camera person. Medellin police reported that journalist
Lacides Casas and a landowner were killed in separate incidents in the Uruba region of Antioquia
department. Jan. 18: According to a report by the Radio Caracol network, the bodies of two of the
suspects in the Caloto massacre were found in Cauca department. The two were members of a
paramilitary death squad. The report did not mention whether the victims were named by the
secret police on Jan. 17. Radio Caracol said FARC rebels were responsible. Jan. 19: Rebels released
the Bogota TV camera person abducted Jan. 13. [Sources: Chinese news service Xinhua, 12/11/91;
Notimex, 12/17/91, 12/18/91; Associated Press, 12/15/91, 12/17/91, 01/10/92; El Tiempo (Bogota),
01/08-10/92; Deutsche Press Agentur, 01/10/92; Prensa Latina, 01/12/92; Agence France-Presse,
12/12-17/91, 12/21/91, 12/22/91, 12/24/91, 12/25/91, 12/27/91, 12/29-31/91, 01/02-06/92, 01/09/92,
01/13/92/, 01/17/92; Spanish news service EFE, 12/11/91, 12/15-18/91, 12/25/91, 12/27-29/91, 01/02/92,
01/03/92, 01/05/92, 01/06/92, 01/09-12/92, 01/16-19/92]
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